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Oﬂice Memorandums « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO @ DIRECTOR,Tﬂ\ | DATE: L/20/51 |
FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES - o -/

v
SUBJECT: NAT KING COLE
SECURITY MATTER = C

On March 27, 1951
of Los Angeles, was interview

and during which ecalded NAT KING
as an old friend and contact of CP member
said that he had recently seen KING talked with

riefly; that he, feels positive COLE would be
amenable to dis 8 CP membership and activities with "
a Bureau agent. that sometime in the early 19LO's é
(phonetic) brought COLE to

regarding receiving instruction

the subject of M gm, It was decided, however,
should not be the one to give COLE such instruction
is colored, NAT KING COLE himself is also colored,
although according to he was at that time, and still is,
associating almost exclu with white "progressives",

For the Bureau's Momtim,"ﬁ"_g_m;m#om i1s the well @
known Negro musician who lives in Los Angeles and\who recently ’

received considerable mention in the press due to income tax
difficulties with the Internal Revenue Department, which seized
COLE's home for payment of back taxes due the Government, It
has been since reported in the press, however, that COLE has
recovered his property by making some sort of an arrangement for
the payment of these taxes, ‘

From information furnished this office in 19L5
1t appears that cort G -
members of the Communist Party and the Communist Politic
Association during that period, probably attached to the cultural
groups in Hollywood. Our files indicate, however, that COLE was
on tour a considerable part of the time and no particular Communist
activity on his part has been reported, bl C

670

~ It is possible that COLE may have dropped out of the
CP movement since that period and, as indicated by
above, might be willing to discuss his past affiliation with
repregentatives of this Bureau. If so, he t be able to
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1A 100-29226

furnish pertinent information, depending upon the length of the period
of his affiliation and the degree of activity on his part.

It is suggested that the Bureau might deen it desirable to
arrange such an interview with COLE. However, no such step is being
taken unless the Bureau authorizes it. :
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SAC, Los Angeles

. . May 21, 1951
Director, FBI ' '

NAT KING COLE | .
SECURITY MATTER - C  or-10f,
‘ Your file 100-29226 .
RECORDED - 57 Bureau file 100-379380 ,

b =

o Reurlet dated April 20, 1951,

Before further consideration will be given to allow- HC
ing your Office to contact Cole, the Bureau would like to have 7 b
the benefit of your reasons why ﬂbeueved that Cole 0
would be receptive to an interview by

not have this information avajilable

8 Bureau, If you do
you should recontact
for such and thersafter advise the Bureau, ‘

For your information, Bureau files reflect several
references to Cole's activities in the Communist Part

Yi
however, all of these references have been furnished to the
Bureau by your Office.
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29 6-9- (A
;T swﬁ& (Youloi‘?le ‘i DATE: Lo ' /SI

f lu-o -%7 'S?O

I" FROM Directo . FBI

ok
.

() The deadline in this case has ssed and the Bureau has not
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted

on this letter and return it to the Bur’eaz. -
. 7 i

- T/ L_ ,’Id —
Report submitted " OT_ RECC:DfD
| 100CT 10 195y
Report will be submitted %. 2

Reason for delay _. =

-

[ - .,
. < (}./A ’
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‘ T
(1) . Advise 2ureau re status of this casé:;: e D
..y > TIPSR ]
1) = 6’3 ;
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( rep immediately. ' . '%w- e
(Place@ form and return to the Bureau. Note on the top serial -
ip the émwe—¢tie San and acknowledgment of this communication.) X Cams
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STANDARD PORM NO. 64

Office Memomndzmz

TO

dﬁ%{ﬁ:‘;ﬂ:

¢ SAC, LCS ANGELES

NAT KING COLE
SECURITY MATTER - C '

Rebulet dated May 21, 1651,

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379380) DATE: Oc tober 13, 1951

* former Negro CP member some years ago ',)
and the original informant in this matter, hes been reinterviewed b

in detsil concerning his knowledge of NAT KING CNLE, and why
he feels that CCLE might be receptive to an interview by an
agent of the Buresu,

P furnished the same information regerding his
relestionship with CCLE as set out in mylet of April 20 last,

and he could furnish no reasson whestever, other than his guess
or opinion, that CCLE might willingly furnish any information
to the Bureau., As e matter of fact,? admitted that he
had not even seen or been in contact CCLE for several

years since- himself quit the CP.

8s I indicated in mylet of April 20 last, NAT KING
CCLE asppears to have been a member of the CF in Los Angeles

p72

£71C
570

in 1945, but our files fail to indicate that he was particularly

active therein.
Unless additional information is received from other
aveilable sources, therefore, to indicste that COLE would be

receptive to an interview and could furnish information of
value, no sttempt to contact him is being made UACB.
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MAILED
FEB 13 1955
NAME CHECk
py hbruuv 16, 1955
i
)_: - F
NATHANIEL ADUAMS COLE U

known as Nat King+Cole
Born: March 17,-1919__

Montgomery, Alabama g .
A///f‘?’,-r// L ﬁ’/ﬁ/'ﬂ’, L"-Vﬁ"i

lo investigation pertinent to your inquiry has
been conducted by the FBI eoncerning the eaptioned indie-

vidusl, However, the files of this Bureau reflect the o ’K/
following information which may relate to the subject of . .
your name check request, i ,\g

v

A confidential informant of knoun reliability

advised in 19,5 that Nat Cole, who may be identical with a
members of the st FYolitical Assoclation in Hollywood
at that time.(
100-356137-£89pg10; Z,
PFATHE R own rellsbility bj,?b

advised 1n August, 191;9. t.hat Ki.ng" Cole was a msmber of
the Music Division of the Southern California Chapter of
the Arts, 8ciences, and Professions Oouneil (Hollywood
Arts, Sclences, and Professions Counsil),

' Hidwm‘?m&a)m;. Bclences, and 4 7
essions been eited as a Communist front by the b,}‘

p1¢

Tolson
+  Beardman
- Nichols
Belmont
Harbo
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Sizoo
. ¥interrowd
' Tele. Room —_
Hollomap.

. Gandy _&ﬁ.

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Review

of the Scientific and Cultural Caonferensce for World Peace
arranged by the Nationali'Council of the Arts, S8ciences, and
Professions and held in New York COit ZZ on NMarch 25, 26. and 27,

The Communist Political hiocution has deen

designated by the Attorney Gensral of the United States
pursuant to cutive Order 10450,

" Orig. to State INDEXED - 28 /0 Nsir .

Reg, '14: 2-1- J 7Y
S o7, -+~ RECORDED%% / F N

() (“)\ DECUASS 1y . M 1/" 71955
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The foregoing information is furnished to you

. as a Pesult of your request for an FBI file oheck and is
not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearansce of
the individual involved., This information is for your
use and is not to be disseminated outside of your sgency.
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Mr. Tolso:

Niéhols -
. Z(Brd a|
Mr.” Belm:

M. Mas:

Mr. Mohr

7l . Mr. Paz’sn-:'.l‘s..
/ Mr. Rusen
) . Mr. Tamm i

Mr. Nease
Mr. Winterrowd..
Tele. Room:..___
Mr. Holloman_..
Miss Gandy
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Justlce In The Cole’Ccse

3 flionvlcﬂon of four men in Recorder’s
.on charges growing out of t-

orld notice that Birmingham does not
tokerate that kind of despicable business."-
- dEagh of she four.men was _sgnitenced

'singer was planned but that the majority
tagk last week on singer Nat Km er Nat (King) Tole -

_ leaving only a nnau group to _make the
Attempt, )

'apgcuny §re. to be praised for

ﬂmt a large ‘scale attack on the Negro
of those involved apparently backed out

"Members bf the Police Department.

work in breaking up this attack .and

days in jml and t;nes also were
ed, ™

Jhelping to - bring the men accused
justwe. e N b
. ;:‘é;” D

o o

BIRHINGHAM POST-HERALD
Bimingham, Alabama
Final Edition

Editorial

JAMZIS E. MILLS - Editor.

RACON.
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{ mes Monddy—
IFour go on

trial, attack
Jetails told

~‘—The slwmov:ng trigl of fourzgn “accused in an as-

ult on Negro Singer Nat (King Cole resumes in. Re-

rder’s Court Monday morning;

J  Only one witness testified. after the proceedmg got

der way Frldoy in. Judge Ralph Parkerscourt Fifteen
o Were sworn m -

‘POLICE ‘OrFICER H. "E.
Schatz, first to reach the Negro!
entertainer when he was felled:
on the stage of Municipal Audi-
torium last Tuesday -night, told
the court how police dragged two
men forcibly out of the building
after the assault... - e
. Schatz testified he and Offic
A. A. Norman knocked the
men into the orchestra pit wh
one tried to drag Cole off the

Schatz’s testimony main]y con-
cerned two men not yet on trial.
The four being tried are accused
of a variety of misdemeanors in
eonnection with the -assauit.

.TUDGE PABKEB ordefed the
trial to begin over vigorous de-
_femse objections. He overruled
motions by Defense Atty.
erick Beddow for a two-w k
continuance and separate
for the four defendants." .

- Beddow contended the fpur
were - “dissasociated - from each
other.” :
¥ Poucg g\{e&tigat&rs have,
E: : ~charge a e assault was a
NDFRICER H. E. SCHATZ  conspiracy in which 150 men were
AP to take part.

_} Another delay of more than an
hour came when Judge Parker

W g

\

Tele. Room____—__
Mr. Holloman__
Miss Gandy

THE BIRKINGHAM NEWS
Birmingham, Alabama
April 14, 1956
(Front Page)
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. cnarge--<against eafF of
of the defendants was
pped in roceedings.

SIX MEN, the four ngw on.
@al and the. two. facing prfimi-
¥y . fearfhg “on Yelony nts,
members of the No Ala-
ba Citizens Council, a ngly
pro-segregation organization. 1

~'The defendants and the charges
gainst them now are: -

eommit a breach of the peace and
ponspiracy to commit assault and
battery (one warrant).- -
-Edgar Leo Vinson, 25, disordet-}
y conduct and consplracy to com-
mit assault and battery.
" Orliss Wade Clevenger, 18, dis-
,rderly conduct; carrying a con-
ieealed weapon and conspiracy to
commit assault and-battery.
t*Jesse W. Mabry, 43, disorderly
sanduct, refusal to obe) the law-
command of an officer and

gpspiracy to commit a breach

peace. :
but Mabry are from Anni
Ron. Mabry, who lives at
West-blvd, Roebuck, is associa

ditor of The Southerner, a pub-
flication of the North Alabama
ICitizens Council.

" OFFICER SCHATZ sud he was
t the east end of the Auditorium

B5, running down the east aisle,
tW. R. Vlnson and Adams, also

schatz testified W. R. Vinson
fifed on stage and grabbed Cole
his legs, dragging him down,
ams dived over Vinson’s sho 1-
s, the witness said. .
went over and knocked -
on ‘4rom his hold. About t
. Officer A. .A. Normfin
abbed Adams. Adams Jerked‘
ke he was going to run and 1
ocked him off the stage. Nor-l

- ok and Adams,” Schatz said.

SCH.A'&Z SAID he saw Mahyry,
ho followed the officers t,l

ng ,“why we had the wiite!
« tAd snder arrest when we ouht'
G be in the Auditorlum bea g
waranmesrNEgro” -,

- Mike Fox, 36, -conspiracy to!
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NAT KING COLE discontinued his engagement at the Sands
mother was seriou 111 with cancer in Chicago",
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Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Nicholﬁn‘\g{.}/ " DATB: l‘_‘ebru'ary‘25, 1957
)/’ ‘ A ) Tocls:ns_
 non - i b1C - Nl —
@X 1. —~ / Szi:om p—
"_susject: NATHANIEL ADAM COLE, also known as ! ey
NAT KING COLE ;:’;‘:Z:
MISCELLAIQEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING X;ease_._;
interrow
REE— S S e . Gandy e
Ao i P
PURPOSE: )i N AL

To set forth pertinent information in Bufiles re Nat King Cole
in accordance with your request.

- DETAILS:

L No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning
Cole, however, files reflect the following salient information.

A confidential informant who urnished reliable information in
»1% | the past advised in 1945 that Nat King Cole“
1P M were then members of the Communist w
Political Association in Hollywood. (100-356137-589, page 10) :
A confidential informant who has furnished reliable information in
the past advised in August, 1949, that "Igipg"rCole was a member of the music
division of the Southern California Chapter of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions
Council (Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council). (100-356137-589,
page 12) A

The National Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions has been
cited as a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American
i,  Activities.

A Salt Lake City criminal informant advised Bureau Agents on
February 21, 1955, tha Las Vegas,
Nevada, informed him, the informa ha

_ Nat King Cole was appearing
at the hotel in the Copa Room as the sta T _
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. -y ! NIV is AR .:-7 B .. ii Omﬁ.u}ﬁ;!ﬂ."r: v
Iy ) INDEXED - 96 ey 5SS el Y

FJH:jh L
t8). 1. 17 i3aT

—-— - [

" — {(over) e

-3 ,



b1C | | -
@ to Nichols memorandum _ February 25, 1957

Nat King Cole discontinued his engagement at the Sands for personal reasons.
(62-75147-44-591)

It will be recalled that in April, 1956, while appearing in
Birmingham, Alabama, Cole was attacked by a group of men, reportedly
members of the North Alabama Citizens Council. The attack took place in
Municipal Auditorium and the assailants were prosecuted in local court and
sentenced to one hundred eighty days in jail. (100 -379380) 3

RECOMMENDATION:

For information. l/




UNLED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .NLTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

301 Continental Bank Building
Salt Lake City 1, Utah

4 - October 8, 1957 P///,
i (

Mr, J. EBdgar Hoover, Director -
Federal Bureau of Investigation , PERSONAL -

U. 8. Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. Lj]

Dear Mr. Hoover:

While in Las Vegas Nevada, last week, I had
Y1 tuncn wish G ———————
He said his most pressing problem at the moment is Nat _
v King-Cole, who is presently the featured attractionat
“'the Sands Hotel.

By way of background, traditionally the "Strip"
b7 C_ hotels have been strdctly segregated so far as colored
persons are concernqd. Recently, however, top flight
colored entertainerf have been allowed to stay at the
hotel where they were performin These performers

nclude Cole, and Pearl :
ailg!: T ;/’}
-

¢

bC

b67C

- The problem for is c% A hawe
76/ been received concerning Cole's actions. “«Qne & ‘1zen¥¥g§,
1nsists the Sands Hotel be closed for perniFjang such

b
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b7¢

activity. This individual personally called at all "Strip"
hotels to inquire whether they would accept colored guests,
The Sands, Flamingo and Riviera Hotels all stated: they would
register any presentable person, regardless of color. All
other hotels said they would refuse to register colored
persons. said he would keep me advised of develop-
ments in this matter.

In Reno the newest hotel is the Holiday. It is an
extremely modern building and was built by the Dollar Steam-
ship family. The Hotel had slot machines but was losing money
until recently purchased by a syndica heade

is a close personal friend of Bing Crosby.

Under -a casino with all types of gambling
was placed in the Hotel. To stimulate business they have
instituted a contest called "In 80 Days, Around the World."
Each jackpot winner receives a chance on a nightly drawing,
and the winner of each nightly drawing is entitled to a chance
during the final drawing. Needless to say, the grand prize
is a first class trip for two around the world. To feature
this contest, a large replica of the balloon used in the
motion picture of a similar name has been placed in front of
the Hotel,

1 have insisted to the Agents at both Las Vegas and
Reno that materially increased informant coverage is necessary,
and you can be sure 1 will personally follow this important
matter,

Respectfully,

M. MARK FELT
Special Agent in Charge

-2-
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SAC, Los Angeles May 25, 19t

EX 10§  RECG- 2
Director, FBI (100-379330) - 77

NATHANIEL ATAMS COLE
SECURITY MATTER - C

‘ Reurlet 5-11-59 and Washington FPleld Offiee

For your information the subject is
also known as Nat King Cole, the Negro entertainer.

Cole has never been the subject of
investigation by the Bureau and no action 1s desired
of your office or Washington Field 0ffice in this
matter.,

1 - washington Pleld (100-35968)

-

NOTE ON YELLOW:

wWashington Field 0ffice letter shows (Cole was
issued passport 3-11-59 ané information concerning this
passport was referred to WFO by passport office as
information in State Department files 1incdicated Bureau
has or has had interest in Cole. WFO has not reviewed
Cole's file and advised Los Angeles it would not do so
unless specifically requested by Los Angeles. Los Angeles
advised 1t has no information icdentifiable with
Nathaniel Acams Cole and requested Bureau to search
his name and advised Los Angeles or other interested
offices if further action is desired. C(Cole was
possible member of Communist Party 1945 and in 1949 was member
of the Music Division of Southern California Chapter of
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. Buresgu has no
interest in this case; however, blind memorandum concerning
above information was fumished State Department by Name
Check Section in 2-55.

WNP:wlgwﬁ’T
(5) !
¥
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O]j%e Meﬂ% m%lzmz LU UNITED SL-I‘ES GOVERNMENT

TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI . DATE: 5/11/59
% IﬂOM t  SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-0)
/ -
{/ SUBJECT:  NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE '
/7. SM-C

There is enclosed herewith for the Bureau's information
a copy of a letter from WFO to Les-Angélés dated #/27/59
regarding the passport application of captioned subject. It
is noted that according to the Passport Office of the State
Department, the Bureau has, or has had, an interest in COLE,
It is also noted that COLE allegedly resides at 401 South
Muirfield Road, Los Angeles.

Los Angeles indices do not reflect information that
can be ldentified with NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE., The current
telephone directory does not 1ist the name, although it possibly
could be a non-published telephone number.

\ The Bureau 1is requested to search the name through
| 1ts indices for any previous information or interest the Bureau
may have had in the subject. If further attention is desired
i in this matter, Los Angeles or other interested offices should
| ' be advised and WFO should review the passport file on subject.

UACB, Los Angeles 1s conducting no investigation
at this time,
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SAC, LOS ANGELES _ - 4/21/59
SAC, WFO (100-35968)

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE, aka
SM - C )
(00:LA)

The information concerning COLE's passport was referred

to WFO by the Legal Division, Passport Office, Department
of State, because of information in the State Department
files indicating that the Bureau has, or has had, &n interest
in COLE., The information in this letter is the information
furnished by the State Department. WFO has not reviewed
the file and will not unless you specifically request it.

e accuracy of the informetion has not been verified by

0 personnel. The file usually contains a picture which
will be copied if you desire and request it.

f

_ | The-Legal Division, Passport Office, advised
that COLE was issued Passport #1327739 on 3/11/59, at Los
Angeles.— Onthe applicetion for this passport he stated
he was born 3/3%/19, at Montgomery, Alabama,] His current
address 1s 401 South Muirfield Road, Los Angeles, Calif.
On his passport application, filed 3/6/59, COLE denied
present and past CP membership.

COLE intended to depart from Few York on 3/27/59,
by Pan American Alrweys for 7 to 8 weeks in Puerto Rico,

Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Columbia and
Mexico for the purpose of entertaimment - theatrical. RUC.
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STANDARD PORM NO. 64

O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

1O : DIRECTOR, FBl pate: = 5/27/59
*l/4; M SAC, WFO (100-35958) ) /
*; SUBJECT: NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE, aka }
. Nat King#Cole
SM - C
(00:LA)

Remylet, 4/27/59, and LAlet 5/11/59.

! assport file was reviewed by
b70/ SA ﬂpat the Passport Office, Department of
State, on 5/20/59, and the following information was
obtained therefrom. '

CURRENT PASSPORT

, COLE was issued passport #1327734 on 3/11/59,

/ based upon an application dated 3/6/59, at Las Vegas, Nevada.
This passport was for travel to Puerto Rico, Venezuela,
Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Mexico and Colombia, for
a period of sevent to eight weeks. The purpose of the trip
is a theatrical entertainment trip. In his application,

COLE denied present or past Communist Party membership.

PREVIOUS PASSPORTS

COLE was issued passport #342195 on 8/25/50 to

depart from New York about 9/1/50, for a six-week concert

tour to England. This passport was renewed to be valid

until 8/24/54. He indicated he intended to depart from

New York, 3/19/54, for a six-week business trip as a £

performer to England, France, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland, / /

Sweden, Italy and Norway. On 12/30/54, COLE was issued {

passport #33112 (San Francisco series) for a three-week

entertaining trip to Australia, to depart Losﬂgpggles about
7\ 12/31/54. Il

DRSCRIPTIVE DATA

Name: ‘ NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE Sonie o
Also known as: N?T KING COLE - 157/
Date of birth: 3/17/19 ¢ PRy
(‘D- Bureau REC- 23 / (-7 3 7 //n N Q?
2 - Los Angeles (RM) “

1 - WFO | 12 MAY 28 1959
~ -TCR:1ss L
SR 4 1958



WFO 100-35968

Place of birth: Montgomery, Alabama
Height: . 6' 1"
Hair: Black
Eyes: Brown '
Occupation: Entertainer e
Spouse: )( N b7
Address: ‘;59}"8; Muirfield Road, Los
Angeles, California
Father:
Mother: _ PRRLINA COLE (deceased)
SECURITY INFORMATION
The passport file contains no derogatory
security information except a Bureau memorandum furnished
to the State Department in answer to a name check request
which reads, in part, as follows: v
"A confidential informant of known reliability
advised in 1945 that NAT COLE, who may.be identical with 47
were ,é7
members of the Communis ssociation in Hollywood /.. °
at that time. —_—
"A confidential informant of known reliability
advised in August; 1949, that 'KING' COLE was a member of
the Music Division of the Southern California Chapter of
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council (Hollywood
Arts, Sciences, and Professions Counciil)"
It is noted that in his passport application, 7¢C.
COLE states his wife and he did not marry b

her unt WFO is no

aware if COLE had a former
wife ‘

It would appear that the presence of the Bureau
memorandum in the passport file led the Passport Office
to believe the Bureau had an interest in COLE. RUC.
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! | . . TRUE COPY ‘

11-27-60.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

For many years now my father has been‘telling
me that "Nat King Cole," is a Communist and that he is no good
and a discrace to his country. Mr. Hoover I love the singing of
Cole and want to get this cleared up once and for all. Please
send me a letter telling me weather or not ""Nat King Cole, " is
a Communist. I hope you can do this little request for me I
know that the f.b.i. is just for the use of big men with lots of
money but this is America and anybody can inquire and receive the
services of your work. Thank you very much again

Yours
Truily

b7¢

Reseda California.

P.S.
Sir if I could, would you send me you autograph, I have a Collection
of them and would sure like to have your's thanks again.
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‘ EX’I?-O L 0\ December 8, 1960,
i g 377388~ i
REC-44 /0 - e EC
P =
. o
Y[ &
pea-CND "
Your letter dated November 27, 1960, has been
received. , - >
N
Although I would like very much to answer your 17 =]
inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal ' ™
Government and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw P2
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any individual. F X &
regret that I cannot help you and hope you will not infer in this P
connection either that we do or do not have the specific informatioR
you desire. * Q
In response to your request, I am glad to send you
< |this letter bearing my signature. L
G &,
~ Bincerely yours g
. ity b1L
< J. Edgar Hoover
) ole, the

i olitrcal Association 1%‘, bﬁ%&
according to a “confidential informant of Bureag Kj own reha
August, 1949, Cole was a member of the Music Divis A of the Southern
Cahforma Chapter of the Arts, Sciences, and Profese I!S\COUBCII (The

of the Arts Sciences, and Profegs 8 bz s been cited by

Parsons
Belmont
Callahan
DeLoach
Malone
McGuire

When applymg 'fbr‘ a passport for a l eatrica.l

entertainment trip through South America:. on 3-11- 59, in his application,
Rosen Cole denied present or past Communist Party membersh1p (62-60527-42205
Tamm

e and 100- 379380) ALL INFORMATION CO Amm
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 | .
' X Mohr —
. UNITED STATES GOVER. ENT : ) b
A ! mon
Memorandum L A
lel.oac!
’ / Malone
: ’ ) wcGuire
. . osen
TO : Mr. DeLoach ‘S DATE: January 18, 1961 5;‘;;;
, Sufivan —
. ““Tele. Room —

row - G 51C e —
’ AN
by

' p1C

)
supject: NAT "KING" COLE

PURPOSE:

Mr. Tolson requested a file check on Nat "King" Cole the singer.
It is pointed out that we have a main file on Cole as well as approximately .
100 See references. In the interest of expediency review has been limited to
a review of Cole's main file and recent See references.

BACKGROUND DATA:

<L Jo NP
Nat "King'%gole was born Nathaniel Adanis Coles on March 17,
1919 in Montgomery,-Alabama.. He began his career as a pianist and in 1939
Tormed a trio and while playing the piano in a California club started to sing
and is now better known as a singer of popular jazz music. He has capitalized
on his voice and now earns approximately $400, 000 a year from records. Cole
was the first Negro to host his own TV show stating in 1957. In 1937 Cole

marrie but this marriage ended in divorce. In 1948 he wed
1 singer He has two daughters and is

active in the fight for equal rights for Negroes. Cole is a member of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). He
| resides in Hollywood, California. (Celebrity Register)

: ) INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES:
N\

('5 No investigation has been conducted by the Bureau concerning

b;)"%l |

Cole, however, files reflect the following salient information.

A confidential informant who has fur d reljable information in
. the past 9 Nat "King" Cole
were then members ol the Communis
Political Association in Hollywood. . A~
A confidential informant who has furnished reliable information in
the past advised in August, 1949, that "King" Cole was ember of the music

‘ division of the Southern California Chapter of the Arts, Res, and Professior

Council (Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council)/” «- s7oix )= (O
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@ to Deloach

Re: NAT "KING" COLE

The National Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions has been -

: ‘ cited as a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American
4JActivities.

A Salt Lake City criminaiw informant advised Bureau Agents on
February 21, 1955, that T Las Vegas,
Nevada, informed him, the informant, the ’

at the hotel in the Copa Koom as the star

mu King
Cole discontinued his e ement at the Sands for personal reasons.

It will be recalled that in April, 1856, while appearing in
Birmingham, Alabama, Cole was attacked by a group of men, reportedly members
- of the North Alabama Citizens Council. The attack took place in Municipal
Auditorium and the assailants were prosecuted in local court and sentenced to

one hundred eighty days in jail.

By personal letter to the Director dated October 8, 1957, SAC
Salt Lake City advised as follows.

Nat Cole is presently perform

there were many complaints received
from citizens and suggestions that The Sands be closed. {(100-379380)

The "New York Herald Tribune" of May 4, 1960, contained a story
concerning the "Committee to Defend Martin Luther King." The committee was
described as a group formed to raise money to help Dr. King fight an income tax
evasion indictment in the state of Alabama. A pretext telephone call by Agents of

BN




p1C
@ to Deloach

Re: NAT "KING" COLE

‘M the New York Office ascertained that this committee was at 872 West 125 Street -
|{ and that Nat King Cole was the treasurer. (100-40377-326)

)

' RECOMMENDATION:

None. For information. . »
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| Memorandum

| | 0 DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379380) paTe:May 8, 1961
(:5 o SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-29226)

‘) kﬁf?

y;; = ¥ gusjecT: CHANGED @

‘ T:# NATHANTEL ADAMS COLE, aka

LN Nat KingCole . S

e | SM - C

. 00: Los Angeles

The title is marked CHANGED to record the correct
name of NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE for the subject according to -
passport records, _

g Enclosed for the Bureau are eight (8) copies
gl of a letterhead memorandum regarding NAT KING COLE, the
N well-known colored musician and band leader,

Enlosed for Washington Field Office is one (1)
copy of the above letterhead memorandum, .

Sourcesreferred to in the memorandum are as
follows: .

: Paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 are based on data from
- the passport record of the State Department made available
by Washington Field Office's memo of May 27, 1959,

and FBI Liaison with State on March 30, 1961.

Paragraph 6 concerning COLE'S reported membership '
£§? in the Communist Party (CP) and Communist Political wéﬁbyq

: Association (CPA) in Los Angeles in 1944 - 1945, was
-‘00’“ furnished in 1945 by& b2, b7D

o)
,' g bz.b'?b Source referred to in parﬁﬁh i Wﬁ former
; < . CP functionary at Los Angeles. .
] CEX-139° REAS

sl %-— C
-\ (:%)twan;eau (Encl. 8) (REGISTERED)
“Z‘ywashington Field Office (Encl.
: (Info) (REGISTERED)
.~ 1 = Los Angeles
MMB:kfw
(%)

%
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' LA 100-29226
i Y/ Xa : gources referred to in paragraph 8
i .. 7 are ;
b'7b ) Reference is made to Bureau letter to Los Angeles

and Washington Field Office dated May 25, 1959, noting
that COLE has never been the subject of a Bureau
investigation, and that no action was desired by the
Bureau at thatidme.

This matter is in closed status at Los Angeles.




UNi1 . ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . _STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
' May 8, 1961

cONFIgRATIAL

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE is the well-known
musician and band leader who is better known under his
professional name of NAT KING COLE, Information.. which
appears in COLE'S passport file at the Passport Office,
Department of State, as on May 20, 1959, reveals the
followlng: :

He was 1ssued Passport Number 342195 on
August 25, 1950, to depart from New York about September 1,
1950, for a six week's concert tour to England. This
passport was renewed to be valid until August 24, 1954,
He indicated he intended to depart from New York, March 19,
1954, for a six week's business trip as a performer to
England, France, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden,
Italy, and Norway. On December 30, 1954, EOLE was
issued Passport Number 33112 (San Francisco series) for a
three week!'s entertaining tour to Australla, leaving
Los Angeles about December 31, 1954.

On March 11, 1959, COLE was issued Passport
Number 1327734 based on an application dated March 6, 1959,
at Las Vegas, Nevada, for travel to various South American
countries for seven to elight weeks on a theatrical and
entertalnment tour. In his application, COLE denied present
or past Communist Party membership,

This last passport was renewed March 2, 1961
at Los Angeles, California, the application indicated COLE

 CONANEENTIAL
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_counoml -

- = i) exXpected to leave Los Angeles by Pan American giﬁways,

. | May 5, 1961, for a trip of three to four weeks %0 Japan,
.1 Phillipines, and Honﬁ Kong for business and pleasure,  His
- .1address 1s given as 40

= i*date and place of birth as March 1 1019, at Montgope

1 Muirfield Road, Los Angeles, his

'Alabé/x, Ny - ,

ce ity ) .
' vE”fﬁ’iELS, a confidential source furnished
information to the effect that NAT CQOLE
were affiliated with the_ Communist Party (CP) or
—communist PolitIcal Associatlon (CPA) at Los Angeles durin

_the period 1944 - 1945, probably. attachéd to6 one of the
CP's so-called cultural groups in Hollywood. However,

it was also indicated that COLE was on tour a conslderable
part of the time; and no particular CP activity on hils part

was known to informant.

In 1951, another source, now deceased, who was
once personally acquainted with COLE, recalled that sometime
during the early 1940s, NAT KING COLE was brought around to

see the source by a motion picture actor who was known to ther,

source as an old time CP member. .The purpose of the visit
was to arrange for COLE to recelve instruction in Marxism.
The arrangement was not carried through, however, for the
reason that it was decided that the source who was to be
the instructor was colored, and NAT KING COLE, although
himself colored, was at the time associating almost
exclusively with white "progressives",

Confidential sources who are currently connected
with the Professional-Cultural Section of the CP and who
have some information regarding thelr membership and
activities, advise they have no information that NAT KING
COLE is affiliated with the CP organization at Los Angeles,
nor have they heard him referred to in any CP meeting as
though he might be a member or even sympathetic to the Party.

A physical description of COLE as'noted from the
passport record of the State Department is as follows: .

NATHANIEL ADAMS COLE
lat King Cole

March 17, 1919 .
_Montgomery, Alabama: -

- Name

’ Also known as
Date of birth
Place of birth

CONFI
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Helight
Hair

Eyes
Occupation
Spouse

Address

Los_Angeles, Californla
Father EDWARD JAMES
1412 greenfieéld Avepue

Chicago, Illinois
Mother PERTINA ™ COLE
' (deceased)

Stes

The above information was received from confldential
sources who have furnished reliable information in the
past.

The .Communist Party, USA, has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and 1its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency.

ConriphnaL
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3-750 (Rev. 9-29-95)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

! Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statcments. where indicated.
explain this deletion.

® Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions

release (o you.

Section 552
O (b)yh O ®)TxA)
X O (b)2) O ®)7)B)
O (b)3) O )70
O (bX7xD)
O ®OXE)
O (bX7HF)
O (bx4) O (bX8)
O (XS O ®x(%
O (b)6)

]

td)(5)
an)
(kxh

(kX

K3

(kK

(kX5

(k%6

(M

indicated below with no segregable maicrial available for

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of vour request or the subject of vour
request is listed in the title only.

B Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). Thesc documents werc referred to that agencviies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agencyties). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agencyties).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duphcative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

X The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

100~ 379350 NR_3- 30-4s

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

-

AXXXXNXXXXXXXXXXN

X  Deleted Pagets)

X

X No Duphication Fee X

X for this page

X

XXXXXXXXXXXXNXXX

FBI'DOJ



3
» - .
~ .

NY 43 (REV. 9/22/59)

@

CASE AGENT: .

 PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE 106 -~b% o
. & SUBJECT: _p2 A &b CODE #: _—_
- DATE: 2Ly SHIFT: _ :
" AGENTS ON DUTY: TEAM:.

SYNOPSIS

OBSERVED: .

NOT OBSERVED:

CONTACT MADE:

MEMO PREPARED: i ;

UNUSUAL ACTIVITY:

INDEXING NEED ) NO

) w
FILE #: /60 - 53/ -

|12 oY

— (FOR

UNUSUAL OR SIGNIFICANT
CONTACTS AND LOCATIONS

NAME ADDRESS

CASE AGENT ONLY)

CHANNELIZATION l

MEMO PREPARED:

atsd 14 t('mffﬂﬁ)
TIME NO CHANNELIZATION

NECESSARY .
(INITIALS)

ST
KA1 797/@_/

N

SEARCHED _=.____INDEXED

| SERIMZED  FuLfD

"MARS 1984

FBI—NEW YORK ,

A




L ¥

Page No.

Reel . Cut —-bz. b‘lb rete 2~ ¥ ~C¥

-will be there he 1s a Trotskite awyer

b1C ! an_we get them en Discriminatien,
._L

because these guys will nave money.

g
S

{
i
| {
[ .

. |\ “ns cther thingthat willbe pulled secn is that
- s Y
. abteut 200 peo le 5o ng into the Coffse shep and
; i < D p
{ sit dewn ( Inaulatle)
\l_ ther wang Lot ofn oL N T e
] ERE T A R N R . SIS
%
7 o - L .1 A Lo ' .
| ! the L oty Lhuab WiVY a1l L5 off 1. Sha
i . N 3
7391’
"Iliiilllllli R St Jafea wra,
i
" (/J.’)f) e 3 v i3
v 912 toohlioaxllicy
oy "1d ti::c i1 she Jaton,
Warasted T isix g
7@ suidle tr lurther . .o
: , caas aff-8 tn tura th
) {
v 1 -
: Tege 5 u,3n*li as.
. a0 -a M
b7e 211 o sl [ lars a0 St Lot O

’Wﬁvﬁc;‘!:‘-.",' A e e : e e

‘..q
.
;

.
“
2

3

I PXTa, a4t te L ulna wought thun, <,
(feere w75 58 - Ui liue, at 1t Jola
]
T L N TS PR Y
7 {
,. ~ 3 3 + q Yo R4 Vismgy, -
- :T'V ﬁ‘\’%{}ig‘ )3‘55.3 !... L .a W3 i 4 PRV | L3 0. L33 T .A
\ R

1
i




